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FRUSTRATIONS MOUNT 
OVER VIRUS TESTING 
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While testing capacity for the novel coronavirus is expanding in Nebraska and across the United States, it’s not yet available to everyone who wants it. That has led to frustration 
among Americans concerned that the virus may be circulating undetected and that not enough testing is being done to pick up on it. 


Strict criteria limit for now 
how many are being tested 


By JULIE ANDERSON 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


On Saturday, March 7, Cat 
Dixon spent a busy day at 
the midtown Omaha church 
where she works, feeling 
great and even running up 
and down the back stairs. 

By Tuesday, the 39-year-old 
Papillion resident had devel- 
oped a tickle in her throat, 
which she chalked up to her 
usual spring allergies. That 
evening, however, she start- 
ed coughing. Wednesday, she 
woke up wheezing. She called 
ahead to anearby urgent care, 
where her husband drove her 
later that evening. There, she 
was diagnosed with bronchitis 
and pneumonia. 

Dixon asked about testing 
for the novel coronavirus. 
She said she was told that 
the urgent care didn’t con- 


COMMUNITY CASE 


Nebraska’s first case of COVID- 
19 spread in the community 
is reported. Page 7A 


duct the test and that she 
wouldn’t qualify in any case 
because she hadn’t traveled 
or had contact with anyone 
confirmed to have the illness 
within the preceding 14 days. 

Concerned because she 
had been around some of the 
church’s older congregants, 
she called two area health 
departments and two health 
systems, in part at her minis- 
ter’s urging. She got the same 
answer. 

Indeed, while testing capaci- 
ty for the virus is expanding in 
Nebraska and across the Unit- 
ed States, it’s not yet available 
to everyone who wants it. That 


See Testing: Page 5 
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Looking beyond the empty 
shelves at harder questions 


The 
rose 


sun 
over 
Walmart on 
Friday, the 
end of a whip- 
saw week 
that saw life 
as we know it 
change by the 
hour. An out- 
break became 
a pandemic became a national 
emergency. 

The pleasant sky above the 
72nd and Hickory Streets su- 
perstore mirrored the pleas- 
ant faces within — the happy 
greeter, the chattering store 
clerks, the trio of young peo- 
ple mulling what alcohol to 
buy at 9 in the morning. Coro- 
na, of course! 

It was a surreal gloss atop 
an underlying gloom that is 
the virulent COVID-19, its 
scientific all-caps-ness name 
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underscoring urgency and 
mystery. Coronavirus disease 
2019 has blasted into town and 
into all of our lives. 

You don’t have to have the 
respiratory virus or know 
someone who does to feel the 
pandemic’s beginning and 
widespread effects: No pa- 
rade for the Irish on Saturday. 
No holy water at church this 
morning. No school Monday 
or maybe for weeks. No office 
work for Mutual of Omaha 
and Conagra. 

College campuses are shut- 
tered. Class trips are done. 
No sports, no concerts, no big 
parties. The joys and necessi- 
ties of life — try finding toilet 
paper — are put on hold as we 
hunker down. And hunkering 
down is becoming a moral 
imperative as health and gov- 


See Grace: Page 4 


Agency's child overnight practice halted 


By MARTHA STODDARD 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — A Nebraska state 
government contractor repeat- 
edly left abused and neglected 
Omaha-area children overnight 
in a place meant for stays of only 
a few hours. 

The incidents occurred at 
least 44 times over three months 
and involved 31 youngsters, ac- 


cording to state officials. Twelve 
youths had multiple overnights. 
At least one spent three separate 
overnights at the Project Harmo- 
ny Triage Center. 

The center is equipped with 
couches, comfortable chairs, 
video games, a television and 
toys. It is meant as a place where 
children who have been removed 
from their families can wait while 


child welfare workers find them a 
safe place to live. 

Children began spending nights 
in October, when St. Francis Min- 
istries, a Salina, Kansas-based 
nonprofit, started taking over 
management of child welfare 
cases in Douglas and Sarpy Coun- 
ties. State officials did not clarify 
whether St. Francis was respon- 


See Welfare: Page 2 
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Different and similar endings 


One season was over. One ended 
abruptly. Now NU and Creighton 
hoops both look to next year. Sports 


American nomads 


Omaha couple who sold their home 


last year and hit the road plan to 
keep going. Living 


Weather 
High: 42 


Low: 35 
Partial sunshine Details: 16A 


For budding brewers 
Launch Brewing will be an incubator 
for beer-loving entrepreneurs who 
lack resources. Money 
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CHECK OUT OUR UPCOMING ENTERTAINMENT AT HRHSIOUXCITY.COM 
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SIOUX CITY MUST BE 21 OR OLDER. IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW NEEDS GAMBLING TREATMENT, CALL 800.BETS.OFF. 


